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Presidentõs Message 
 

Celebrate Hawaiiõs DKG Legacy  

 

On January 26, 2019, we celebrated our 70th birthday as a 

Society and recognized 13 outstanding Delta Kappa Gamma 

Hawaii members, all of whom have distinguished them-

selves through their contributions to education, the commu-

nity and to our Society. In our tributes to these òRed Roses 

of DKG,ó we heard of their work in developing innovative 

and ground-breaking educational programs and their dedi-

cated leadership given to our Society. Our DKG Hawaii State 

has a storied history in contributing to education and the empowerment of women. 

During Marchõs celebration of Womenõs History Month, two of our late members were 

recognized as trailblazers during public viewings of the video The Rise of the Wahine. 

 

Patsy Takemoto Mink, honorary member of Epsilon Chapter, is often called the 

òMother of Title IXó in honor of her co-authorship and persistent advocacy as a mem-

ber of the U.S. House of Representative in passing the educational amendment that 

has ensured gender equity in programs receiving federal support. Dr. Donnis Thomp-

son, charter member of Lambda Chapter, was the Director of Womenõs Athletics at the 

University of Hawaii who inherited a program that had one scholarship for women 

and persevered to build a nationally recognized athletic program that produced cham-

pionship teams that set national attendance records for womenõs athletics. 

 

As we honor the contributions of the late Representative Mink and Dr. Thompson, and 

celebrate the achievements of our 13 honored òRed Roses,ó let us continue to be in-

spired by their work in actualizing the vision and mission of our Society in furthering 

the cause of education and women. 

Aloha, 

Gloria Kishi  
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The Nominations Committee would like to thank all members for nominating 

candidates for the various offices.  We feel that the Hawaii Stateõs slate is one that will provide the leadership necessary for the continued profes-

sional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education. 

The committee presents the following slate as Hawaii State Officers for 2019-2021 

 

President:  Lori Furoyama 

1st Vice President:  Lisa Nagamine 

2nd Vice President:  Susan Alivado 

Secretary:  Robin Awa 

Nominations 2019-2021: Proposed Slate 

President:  Lori Furoyama 
 

Society Experience:   

Mu Chapter:  Secretary 2004-2006 

Mu Chapter:  1st VP 2006-2008 

Mu Chapter:  President 2010-2012  

Beta Beta State Scholarship Committee: Chair 

2013-15: Member 2015-2017  

Beta Beta State Leadership Development  

Committee Chair 2015-2017 

Beta Beta State Leadership Development  

Committee member 2017-2019 

Beta Beta State Membership Committee Chair: 

2015-2017  

Beta Beta State 2nd Vice President: 2015-2017, 

2017-2019 
 

Current position:   

Educational Specialist in the Office of the Vice 

Chancellor specifically the Commencement 

Coordinator at the University of Hawaii at 

Manoa 
 

Personal statement 

òI think Beta Beta State and Delta Kappa Gam-
ma are undergoing some exciting new changes. 
I am excited to be a part of the society and 
would love to assist in moving the society to-
wards accomplishing the goals set in our Strate-
gic Action Plan. Iôve been involved at the chap-
ter and state level for many years and would 
love the opportunity to continue this work for 
Beta Beta Stateó 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Vice President:  Lisa Nagamine 
 

Society Experience:   

Theta Chapter :  Member since 2013 

Beta Beta State:  Leadership Development  

Committee, member 

DKG Fall Forum: Co-Presenter Google Training, 

October, 2017 

DKG Leadership Training: Keynote Presenter on 

Critical Thinking, June, 2018 
 

Current Position:   

Hawaii State Dept. of Education Secondary Prin-

cipals Forum Principal-In-Resident 
 

Personal Statement 

òI plan to promote professional and personal 
growth of women educators and excellence in 
education by trying to create a higher commit-
ment of all DKG members in Hawaii to see the 
relationship between the direction of DKG and 
what we individually believe and care about, 
which is growing and developing ourselves 
professionally and personally.ó 
 

 

 

 

2nd Vice President:  Susan Alivado 
 

Society Experience: 

Gamma Chapter: President 2013-2018;  

Vice President 

Beta Beta State Finance Committee (current) 

Beta Beta State Leadership Development  

Planning Committee (current)  

Southwest Regional Conference: Presenter 
 

Current Position:   

Principal of Paõia School (2004-2013), Retired 
 

Personal Statement  

òI feel a good leadership quality is to allow, 
support and give credit to the members so they 
can create and act upon their ideas.  I am cur-
rently retired from the DOE however, I continue 
to mentor and "Pay it forward" by demonstrat-
ing characteristics and values that will embrace 
and inspire others. ò 
 

 

 

 

Secretary:  Robin Awa 
 

Society Experience:  

Beta  Chapter:  Member since 2004 

Corresponding Secretary (3 terms)  

2012-2018,  

Beta Beta State: Spring Convention  

Tri-Chairperson 2015 

Beta Beta State: Leadership Development Work-

shop Planning Committee 2018-2019 

Southwest Regional Conference: Hi Steering 

Committee,  Audio Visual Coordinator 2017 
 

Current Position:  

Technology Resource Teacher- 

Kapolei Elementary School, 2004 to present  
 

Personal Statement:   

òIf elected I will be an active participant and 
help to encourage the personal and profession-
al growth of all members, support initiatives 
that encourage action in the field of education 
and support new teachers while also collaborat-
ing in resolving our organizationõs current issue 
of member retention and maintaining pride and 
excellence in DKG. ò 
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The Hawaii State DKG organized and hosted an educational legislative forum on 
January 7, 2019, just prior to the opening of the 2019 Hawaii State Legislature 
session.  Hawaii State President Gloria Kishi (Lambda) welcomed everyone and 
introduced the panelists: Hawaii Senate Education Chair Michelle Kidani, Hawaii 
House of Representative Education Chair Justin Woodson, Hawaii State Deputy 
Superintendent Phyllis Unebasami (Mu), and moderator Pat Park (Epsilon) 

 
The discussion and interactions highlighted many issues facing educators. One 
concern was the provision of early education opportunities, especially in 
economically challenged neighborhoods, recognizing its impact in closing 
educational gaps. Senator Kidani noted the challenge of adequate funding for 
education and the great need to balance needs of kupuna (elders), a growing 
population in Hawaii, and those of keiki (children). Representative Woodson 
shared his personal commitment to education as his mother was an educator. He 
expressed his appreciation for the forum and the opportunity to directly engage 
in open and honest dialogue with educators. Deputy Superintendent Phyllis 
Unebasami shared the Hawaii DOEõs efforts in transparency and being 
accountable. Ideas for next steps and future events were also solicited from the 
participants. 

 
Hawaii State members who attended the US 
Forum in March 2018 and planned this event 
included: Peggy Hirata (Epsilon), Gwen Mau 
(Theta), Pat Park (Epsilon), and Fay Toyama 
(Theta). The U.S. Forum is an exceptional value-
added benefit of DKG membership and we are 
encouraging members to learn more about the 
Forum. 

DKG Hosts Education Forum  
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On Saturday, January 26, 2019, we celebrated Delta Kappa Gammaõs 70th 

birthday at the Hale Koa Hotel.  

 

The theme of òHonoring our Legacy, Embracing our Future,ó recognized the 

precious òrosesó of Delta Kappa Gamma. We honored the 14 remarkable 

women who founded our chapter in 1949, some 10 years prior to statehood 

and just a few years after then end of WWII. Each chapter also honored their 

special òroseó with presentations and surprises.  

 

Tributes to this yearõs honorees can be found on the following pages. 

 

Congratulations DKG! 

Happy 70th Birthday, DKG Hawaii!!  



Mystery Solved!!  

р 

Those of us who attended the DKG Birthday Bash on January 26, 2019, were fortunate to finally 

see a photograph of our founder Eva Phillip Curry for the first time. For many years, Sarah Mori-

yama, Lambda Chapter, had diligently sought to find a photo of Eva Curry, searching through our 

archives, contacting Washington state (where Mrs. Curry was initiated) and International, hoping 

to locate a picture. Despite Sarahõs persistence, no photograph and little information on Eva Cur-

ry could be found. We all recall in past Founderõs Day ceremonies and the graphic of a rose that 

would flash upon the screen each time Eva Curry was honored. 

 

Thanks to the search capabilities of the worldwide web and the internet, we have finally located 

a photo of Eva Phillip Curry! We knew that she was a teacher in Yelm, Washington, before de-

parting in December 1944 to Hawaii. We also located an article from a local Yelm newspaper 

sharing summer plans for teachers of Yelm High School that mentioned a Mrs. Eva Curry. Seren-

dipitously, an alumni of Yelm High School, had posted 10 pages from his 1940s high school al-

bum on the internet, including a page of faculty members which that contained a photo of a 

Mrs. Curry. We now have a photograph of our founder and can now retire the graphic of the 

rose! 


